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In the village of Belavino, near Klin, lived the unattached Archpriest John
Alexander Vinogradov, of advanced years and ailing; the Germans pulled off
his boots. This priest died on 5 January, 1942.
PRIEST ALEXANDER SMIRNOV,
Priest of Skorbyashchenskaya Church, Kim, Moscow Diocese.
30 March, 1942.
TO THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE
To His BEATITUDE THE MOST HOLY NICHOLAS, Metropolitan of Kiev
and Gallcia
From ARCHPRIEST NICHOLAS USPENSKY, Priest-in-charge of St. Nicholas,
Solnechnogorsk
A REPORT
On 23 November, 1941, the town of Solnechnogorsk was taken b> the
Germans. With two daughters and a little grandson on my hands, and with a
bad throat, I could not leave the town though I wanted to do so very much.
On 23 November, when the bombing started, I went to take shelter under the
church with my daughters and the boy. Many people had gone there. Into
this shelter under the church the Germans threw a grenade. It is difficult to
describe just what we went through during the German occupation. The
spectre of starvation was before everybody's eyes; the Germans took otsr last
morsel of bread. It was impossible to lock the doors, for the Germans sent
patrols to make sure there was no ambush. Even at night they did not leave us
in peace.
The Germans treated the property and the people as though they belonged
to them. They took my felt boots and the felt boots and galoshes of my son,
under military age, and whom they took prisoner. At night the peasants helped
him to escape. I myself kept in hiding. During the last days of the German
occupation we gave up our house and settled in a stone shed, resting on the
dirty cold floor.
During the German invasion, Verger Pashkov and Deacon Bashanov were in
St. Nicholas Church. They say the Germans entered the church with their hats
on and smoking, they donned the vestments and turned everything upside down
like burglars: they must have been looking for gold or valuables. They took
two altar-cloths, three copper crosses from the altar, my copper pectoral cross
and many other things. The Germans did not succeed in blowing up the church,
thanks to our Red Army, who quickly ejected them and did not give them time
to burn a single house in Solnechnogorsk.
ARCHPRIEST N. USPENSKY.
16 March, 1942.
WE   KNOW   NO   GREATER   MISERY   THAN   OUR   EXPERIENCES
DURING THE FASCIST OCCUPATION
(Evidence from Priest and Parishioners ofGorodnya, Kalinin Region)
Parishioners of the Church of the Nativity of the Mother of God at Gorodnja,
Zavidovo district, Kalinin region, testify as follows: